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Essex Rights Of Way Improvement Plan objectives
The objectives for the plan have been derived from two sources - the problems, issues and 
opportunities identified in the questionnaire and workshop evidence base for the plan, and 
a review of related policy and strategy documents and their objectives. These were discussed 
amongst the project Steering Group and public rights of way officers, to develop this agreed list of 
objectives: 

Environment

1 To re-use and recycle, where feasible, and promote sustainable measures

Improved accessibility

2 To incorporate approved pathways into the public rights of way network 

3 To better integrate rights of way with other access provision, initiatives and facilities

4 To reduce fragmentation in the public rights of way network

5 To improve accessibility on the public rights of way network

Safety

6 To assist in providing ‘safer routes to schools’

7 To promote safety

Quality of life and good health

8 To promote improved health and quality of life through the use of the public rights of way 
network

Tourism and economy

9 To stimulate tourism and the local economy

Communities and partnership

10 To increase community involvement in the management of the public rights of way network
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Theme D: A more continuous network
The interventions in this theme aim to provide continuous, high quality Rights of Way which 
promote health and social benefits to local communities.  A particular focus will be on the 
provision of bridleways.

Issues arising from the Assessment
The assessment highlighted the following issues:

• Lack of continuous paths

• Lack of bridleways

• Lack of byways

Existing schemes
The following interventions relating to improving and increasing the amounts of bridleways and 
off road cycling are already being implemented or are already in place.

• Upgrade of footpaths to bridleways

• Creation of bridleways

• Cycle route creation

• Horse awareness project

• Cycle forum

• Development and implementation of the Shoreline Management Plan 
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Theme D: A more continuous network

Reference Intervention Detail Objectives met Timeframe Resources

Financial Staff

D1
Review of 
network

Review of network to identify 
discontinuities, especially in bridleways 
for equestrians and cyclists.

4 Year 0 ££  

D2
Network 
hierarchy

Create network hierarchy.  The network 
hierarchy will consider the category 
of Public Right of Way, its usage and 
promotion, its integration with other 
Rights of Way, special designation such 
as AONBs, current provision, access 
provision and recreational facilities. It 
will have a direct input into a Scheme 
Prioritisation Framework.

4, 5, 6, 8 Year 0 ££ 

D3
Scheme 

Prioritisation

Develop means of determining 
improvement and maintenance priority.

4, 5 Year 0 ££ 

D4 Higher rights

Greater amounts of bridleway and cycle 
path creation, considering the use Section 
25, Highways Act 1980 and Compulsory 
Purchase Orders (Although Compulsory 
Purchase Orders will be used only as a 
last resort given the cost and controversy 
that they can incur).

All possible path upgrades to bridleways 
will give consideration to existing users.

Make best use of Section 106 Agreement 
funding from new developments.

4, 7, 8, 9 Ongoing £££ 
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This booklet is issued by

Essex County Council Public Rights of Way Team

You can contact us in the following ways:

By post: 

Public Rights of Way Team,  

Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford,  

Essex, CM1 1LX

By telephone:

0845 743 0430

By fax:

01245 490 705

By email:

prow.web@essex.gov.uk

Visit our website

www.essex.gov.uk/prow

The information contained in this leaflet can be translated, and/or  

made available in alternative formats, on request.

Published July 2009.
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